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FRREALA R, RIS 2T U A AIITE L WAoo te. T ORI L TARIETIE, Ny 2 X AT
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BHRICTDZETHAT D, N2 F Yy AT 40780, ROICEELTIE Y a v 2i#iE, RICENEFER
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MEICAWS NS, #iz, o8l 2 W 5> 9 A7 4 F ¥ U 7 ¢ % (sustainability science) D43 % Tl
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b _&EH, EDOLIIZWeb ETHA - EHL T REDL WS BURTOMIER, FEHDLBMDIRY RIZADAR
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WRWDT, TNEDOFMDOEBEDOANT L, TRENDO N X > TR > T D,

X5, BEUERRKRE WD BRED UMNR) H72Bb 0 720 Tk < AR (WD) I BREEAZ A
TWb, N AT 7 7av—iF, AEO (NE) I\ T, EFRSEHEZEIHHIES>OL (&) L#fnd 250
WL 2506 THD, T2 7 BREEPEBEICT 501X, THBEOME[the value of presentation®]] TH 5,
MR GE, EOLIITHLERTE T, ZHRT, SETIELMAENLRY, EoXHRERICHL—&KT D, =272
L, FHIE—FIZETE R, Fl-R 8RR sE LS8 T, AMEAREOH-REDLY %, %
DD ED LT ORRRIZT D,

HOEMUDEE SN FR~OHELE L TERINTERNBEZROTIERW L, BROARIL
[humanisation de la nature] 3R DO TH RV, Z O 7 atv Ak, AR O B E[naturalisation de

l'homme]& LTHELAEL I D, EEE, AMEBROMTIE, AMOEHEIZL > TORFRELR->TWND, &
i~ HUFRAYBR 85 [milieu techno-géograohique] 234l 0 72 STV 57,

‘RpEsik, TV« —%- 727=n]. pplo~11.

S Ibid,p.13.
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“Walking through a public space doesn’t make my body public”:
Women go online against patriarchy structures and male’s dominance

Eulalia VASCONCELOS and Sang-Mi KIM
Graduate school of Languages and Culture, Nagoya University

1. Introduction

Patriarchy structures are so inserted in the world that it is hard to identify it everyday life.
Otherwise, as Millet (1970) discusses at “Sexual Politics”, male dominance is a part of modern and
contemporary society in all levels and realms. From the moment women go to public space they
unintentionally dispute the public space with men, then immediately they attract reactions from
male groups. ‘Catcall’ is a social convention that represents the men’s reaction toward women but
has constantly addressed as innocent compliment. Actually, Gardner (1995) asserts that ‘catcall’
is simply a form of intimidation and shows and expresses the relational power within gender. The
attitude is harassment not a positive behavior, she asserts. This is a social result of patriarchy
structure that regards women as a object who are likely to accept their role in the society. The
contestation of this inferior position or perhaps, the fact that women question the social convention
is not approved and possible in the society. Owing to this women go online and found in the
cyberspace the opportunity to speak out against male’s dominance through the discussion of
‘catcall’.

Cyberspace has become a public arena for oppressed and marginalized groups. Through the
online communications, women are able to express their feelings and share their stories. According
to scholars from sociology and anthropology fields (Castells,2012;Piela,2012; Tobin, 2014) the
internet enables representative minorities groups to assume the protagonism in their cause, they
are active to question norms that are implemented by dominant discourse. In this case, women can
express their dissatisfaction concerning ‘catcall” which is a part of patriarchal structures through
cyberspace.

2. Literature Review and Research Question

The patriarchal rules cover aspects that are novice to women’s participation in the society

and lead to what Castaneda (1999) defines ‘invisible sexism’. The normalized and naturalized
behaviors that oppress women everyday are not clear, actually are understood in a sense of care
and protection. However, because of patriarchy, all of society are not able to identify this
oppression manifested by symbolic violence (Bourdieu, 1989). Bourdieu and Freire (1970)
maintain a dialogue concerning the role of oppressor and oppressed or dominant and dominated in
social relations, and gender relations. The oppressor imposes his/her rules to legitimize his/her
supremacy and power over oppressed.
This research will focus on three aspects of women’s activity online: the exposing a hidden issue,
self-express to lead to activism, and social change. Moreover, two concepts are chosen to discuss
‘catcall’ as violence against women in a sense of symbolic violence (Bourdieu, 1989) and
oppressed relations and dehumanization of women (Freire, 1970).

The active use of these online activities offers women the possibility to discuss a behavior
that objectifies them and provokes their responsibility in being harassed. ‘Catcall’ is harmful to
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women when they analyze what they made to be harassed their clothes, their manners, and then
their guilty. In addition, ‘catcall’ limits women’s movement and participation in society, as a result
of this ‘symbolic violence’ and dehumanization. Women go online firstly to speak out, however
the encounter of others who are involved in similar and routine situations make them start to think
about their environment. This study intends to (1) identify women’s cyberactivism on webpage
that discuss ‘catcall’ and (2) analyzes the role of women’s cyberactivism to promote women’s
empowerment.

| selected three webpages in order to analyze these three steps, self-expression,
identification of the social problem, and cyberactivism, that women follow to promote
empowerment and social change. After selection of these webpages and Facebook fan pages, ““Stop
Catcall”, “Street Catcall” and “Today | wanna go back alone”. I conducted interview with founders
and managers of these pages by Skype, Facebook Messenger, e-mail and Hangout, in Portuguese.
| translated it to English, mainly in four different periods, 2014 July, August, September and
November, and interview with women users of these webpages conducted on December by
Facebook messenger, who do not have their identity revealed.

3. Research Methods

Three webpages (Facebook fan pages and weblogs) were selected to be the sample of this
study. They were selected based on the number of ‘like’ that they have in their pages and also
because of the quantity of stories shared everyday. “Stop Catcall” is part of weblog “Think Olga”,
created and managed by journalist Juliana de Faria, 30 years old. It has more than 25,000 ‘like’ on
Facebook but its weblog counts with 1,398 reports written by women anonymously, firstly in the
“Think Olga” space for testimonies and then in the “Stop Catcall” map, which represents, in
average, 3.32 stories a day since the weblog decided to discuss catcall” 2013 September. Juliana
de Faria launched an online questionnaire to understand ‘catcall’ in Brazil and got 7,762 answers
in two weeks that showed 99% of women said they were victims of this behavior and 84% of then
said they do not like this kind of approach. “Street Catcall” has almost 18,000 ‘like” and also
receives a huge number of stories from women, an average, 2.30 stories per day, since 2012
November when Asa Heuser, 57 years old, founder and manager, decided to create this page. The
third page, called “Today | wanna go back alone” is newly-created by two undergraduate students,
Bruna Leandro, 19 years old, and Sofia Belo, 21 years old, 2014 November and has 25,000 ‘like’
and received 24 stories in 19 days.

| conducted interviews since 2014 June with Juliana de Faria, “Stop Catcall”, and Asa
Heuser, “Street Catcall”, through Facebook messenger, Hangout, Skype and e-mail, in Portuguese,
and translated to English. Bruna Leandro and Sofia Belo, “Today | wanna go back alone” were
interviewed three times, by Facebook messenger and e-mail, on November 13th, 19th and 22nd.
The interviews were focused on founder’s purpose, evaluation, and cyberactivism. Questions were
centered in three main key-questions: “Why internet?”, “Online and Offline relation”, and
“Marginalized groups and Empowerment”.

Women users were interviewed by Facebook messenger 2014, December. This paper
includes two interviews with women users of selected webpages who are anonymous and each
interview took one hour approximately based on 15 (fifteen) question concerning their webpage
usage and perspective of ‘catcall’.

4. Findings and Discussion
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The first reason that women go online is their need to speak out and be heard. After this,
they perceive that they are not alone, they pass through similar situation and the discussion leads
them not only to understand the situation they are involved but also to share their life story. They
are fundamental to change current scenario. They do not go online thinking about activism, social
change or even empowerment, these aspects are consequences of their online involvement. When
they first access and decide to participate is a result of necessity to be heard and meet peers.
Otherwise, women understand the moment they engage on social networking sites would allow
them to speak out, they become feminists, but they do not understand themselves as activists

properly.

“After this page, my life has more feminism. This page and others that | like are related to
feminism, and feminism as movement, do you know what | mean? | am a feminist, but maybe not
activist as | would like to be, but activist. | conducted some researches in my university concerning
gender issues.” (J. 20 years old)

“I find myself as feminist, for sure. But not activist. Because | am not involved in any actual
movement. | always try to post concerning this issue and take knowledge to people around me to
show that we are not objects, we deserve to be respected. And the freedom to walk around wherever
we want and how we want without fear show that we do not like what men say to be a ‘compliment’
and the page exposes exactly this.” (C. 34 years old)

4.1 “l am not alone”

Questioning a social habit is not possible to oppressed people. In a patriarchy structure,
women are not able to speak out against normalized behaviors. ‘Catcall’ is a men’s attitude that
maintains women in a position that show them what kinds of role they should play in the society.
Feeling of fear and guilty are elements that patriarchal society employ to keep women in a lower
position. However, the use of cyberspace shows them, women in similar situations involved in
similar feelings.

“When | published my story, I ended up feeling relieved. After reading so many contributions, |
realized that numerous women already suffered worse things than me. A mix of relieve and
tension.”” (J. 20 years old)

“This page gives us courage to act and see that it (‘catcall ") happens a lot and it is not our fault.”
(C. 34 years old)

“Women who felt isolated and alone, had the opportunity to share their experiences and read so
many testimonies of any other women.” (Asa Heuser, founder and manager of ‘Street Catcall )

“l think two things about their (women) behavior, as | mentioned before: everybody felt that
something was wrong but it was difficult to verbalize it. Plus, the connection with others women
make them to be engaged, involved. ” (Juliana de Faria, founder and manager ‘Stop Catcall’)

Cyberspace enables women to understand that some social conventions are part of
patriarchal structures that are covered to them.
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4.2 Symbolic Violence and Anonymity

In everyday life from micro to macro aspects of society are embedded by elements that
support domination of some groups over others. ‘Catcall’ is part of Brazilian society and hard to
be questioned. Women are accountable for male attitudes though unconscious but symbolic
violence, that means based on internalized and embodied social rules that legitimize domination
and social order. Otherwise, from the moment women go online, they identify these social rules
and question them.

“This kind of page helps to diffuse what happens and preserves who wants to be anonymous.(...)
Brazil is very sexist. | already changed my clothes to go to some place. | do not wear shorts and
skirts because of fear of harassment. | was harassed even wearing sweater.” (C. 34 years old)

“Only my boyfriend knows about harassment that | suffered. It is so hard to share this story with
someone. (...) | found this page (‘Stop Catcall’) by chance, | was reading some feminist pages and
| found this one. When | decided to follow this page | had no intention to write and share my
personal story. This need appeared suddenly, | was reading some stories and | decided to share
my own because | was sure | had the possibility to be anonymous.” (J. 20 years old)

“Women feel safer because they can express in an anonymous way. This anonymity is essential for
them to have the courage to tell their stories. In offline life, many of these women report that they
did not feel understood and/or supported by family and friends.” (Asa Heuser, founder and
manager ‘Street Catcall’)

5. Conclusion

This study is part of my research regarding the use of cyberspace by women against
patriarchal structures. In this excerpt a discussion is raised based on possible women’s
cyberactivism to empower them. Cyberspace enables women to question symbolic violence and
change their role as oppressed in the male dominant society.

Women need of the anonymity because they do not feel safe while they question everyday
sexism. Actually, involved in symbolic violence, women question themselves from the moment
they go against social habits, as ‘catcall’. The use of cyberspace is able to contributes to give the
protagonism to oppressed because as Freire (1970) argues people find their freedom together and
by themselves. Nobody is responsible to change nobody’s reality, changing comes from group’s
articulation and internet is likely to promote social change and women’s empowerment.
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